uctba- 

Urban  District  Council  of  Hemsworth. 


A 

Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

FOR  THE 

Year  Ended  December  31st,  1925. 

1926. 

Turner  Bros.,  Printers,  Hemsworth. 


COUNTY  COUNCIL  OF  THE  WEST  RIDING  OF  YORKSHIRE. 


TABLE  C. 


C.  . . 'I/fa/C*: X&sysc'. . . . b^.V&C'Si 


Year  1925. 


NUISANCE  INSPECTIONS. 


anitary  District. 

— 


<< 


't'TptrEP  Inspections  made  in  1925,  for  Nuisances  only 

(For  Housing  Inspections  see  Table  D). 


( 


o^&dmces  reported  in  1925 

Ranees  in  hcM*,  end  of  1924 /../. 


Total  needing  abatement 

Abated  during  1925  &£?+  £ 

Outstanding  end  of  1925 

Notices  served.  Informal  ....  34.M. Complied  with  

„ „ Statutory .9. „ „ 

Total  number  of  Summonses  or  other  legal  proceedings *L^rvv<o 


.1. 


Filthy  Houses,  Cleansing  of..lv*yic.  Any  notices  served  under  Sec.  46  of  P.H.A.  1875  (or  any  other  Act)  ? 


Regulated  Buildings. 

Trades,  &c. 

No.  in 
District 

No.  on 
Register 

Total  No,  of 
Inspections 
made 

General  Condition 

— 

Legal 

Proceedings 
(if  any) 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

Houses  let  in  Lodgings 

Canal  Boats 

Knackers  Yards  . . 

Tents,  Vans  & Sheds 

Offensive  Trades  . . V 

a i a..... 

k...h. 

. . ..VvsCAt/ . . . 

!Vv^rvvfr..... 

.Xvfcwfr. . . . 

^ J ’ _ &C  ^-u^v- 

<C. 

g ;Z1 



4 

>3. c2^*.... 

Have  the  Council  declared  any  other  processes  to  be  offensive  trades  ? ....k <<?.. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Developments  during  1925  ? 

Developments  still  needed  as  to  (a)  Want  of  sewers U^vwfe-. 

(b)  Improvement  of  defective  sewers  

Sewage  Disposal  Works  («)  Any  inadequacy 

(, b ) Any  complaints  ....- 

Any  sink  wastes  still  needing  disconnection  ? .*V.-v  , 


/ 


1 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

No.  of  Privies  with  open  middens .'!7. No.  of  Pail  or  Tub  Closets  LZ 

„ „ with  covered  middens.  lk.lt  .No.  of  Water  Closets...  j Waste-water  Closets 

,,  ,,  re-constructed  during  1925 — (a)  as  w.c.’s (b)  other .*Vw£'. 

No.  of  additional  Closets  provided  for  old  property  in  1925 — {a)  w.c.’s..  8 (6)  other  "Wi^..... 

No.  of  Closets  constructed  in  1925  for  new  houses  (a)  w.c.’s (b)  other  


SCAVENGING. 

Any  change  during  1925  ? 


Performed  by  (a)  Council (b)  Contractor ba (c)  Owners  or  Occupiers.  

H is  ref  se  j lo3.ds  to  ( a ) Destructor. (b)  Tips  . . . 


c)  Farmers.. <5 . . . r. . Total  annual  cost  £..ckf.. 


disposed  of  ? 

Is  there  any  inadequacy,  and  where  ? ....ANrfcwr. 
Any  utilization  of  waste  material  ? 


If  so,  what  ? 


WATER  SUPPLY.  Any  developments  during  1925  ? 

f \ 

Restricted  in  any  way  ?....V^c<Q If  so,  No.  of  days  1 LcLfxy.^iMs.  ^tx^vHoms  of  day  when  cut  off  ?...c 


Any  general  insufficiency,  and  where  ? . . . v . . ., 

Any  action  in  regard  to  unsatisfactory  quality,  and  where  ? ..°bxc. 

Any  new  sources  added  ? ..^Vvfi Any  disused  sources  re-used  ?..  !W?.. 


MILK  SUPPLY. 

Are  Two  Registers  being  kept  as  required  by  Section  2 (3)  of  the  1922  Milk  and  Dairies  (Amendment)  Act  ? 

(a)  For  Retailers,  (b)  For  Cow-keepers  or  Wholesale  Traders.  ^ 

Have  any  Licences  been  granted  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Amendment)  Act,  1922,  to  distributors  of : 

“ Certified”  milk %*>. “ Grade  A ”....(W “ Grade  A (Tuberculin  Tested)  

“ Grade  A (Pasteurised)”....*)^. “ Pasteurised  ”....%en?. 


Have  you  had  samples  of  Graded  Milk  tested  ? Give  No.  and  kind %s?. Results 

Have  any  retailers  been  removed  from  the  Register  P...3)^ 


No.  of  samples  taken  by  Officers  of  S.A.  for  analysis  under  F.  & D.  Acts (..<?. adulterated 

No.  ,,  ,,  ,,  for  bacteriological  examination I 


What  arrangement  for  periodical  Veterinary  Inspection  of  dairy  cows  ? 


Any  instance  of  disease  attributed  to  milk  in  1925  ?....',Wc. 
No.  of  Milk  Cows  kept  in  District..Y(*Xi^Si/Cf^. 


p-TU'VvJ  . C ^ 


No.  of  Cowkeepers  in  district  producing  and  selling  milk 04. No.  Registered. ...oH. 


No.  of  Retail  Milk  Sellers  who 
are  also  Cowkeepers 


.k. 


No.  who  are  Milk 
Retailers  only 


Total  No.  of  Retail  Milk 

Sellers  Regt’d  


.4^ 


Total  No.  of  Cowsheds 04 Total  No.  of  Inspections  in  1925. .*40*. (Cowkeepers 

(Retailers  "Q,.. 

Date  of  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Regulations  ? I.. Any  Legal  Action  P....7*.... 


Any  Inspection  or  other  action  by  Districts  to  which  Milk  is  sent  ? 


OTHER  FOODS.  No.  of  samples  (other  than  Milk)  taken  by  Officer  of  S.A.  f / 

for  examination  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  in  1925..^..) No.  adulterated / 


V 


Any  special  examination  of  Milk  for  Dirt  ? 

N»i  rll  anigHm^nf  unsound  food Kind  and  quantity. . /*..£w3. l.Mt.1.1  ((•No.  of  Prosecutions  <U-vw^. 


Any  Public  Abattoir  ? .TWft ■ What  accommodation  ? — 

No.  of  Slaughterhouses....!...^ Regt’d. ..<(lv»vv<.... Licenced.....!...^.....  Unsatisfactory,  structural  ry  3 

— or  in  bad  position  ? 

No.  of  times  each  Slaughterhouse  inspected  ? . . Total  Inspections  0 

No.  of  Prosecutions  (a)  Food  and  Drugs*W/C....  ( b ) Unsound  Food...!lwL If^re  Slaughter  Houses.....' WsXe 

Bakehouses,  No k. Any  underground  ? kvc Total  No,  of  Inspections..  


SCHOOLS.  Statutory  Medical  Inspection  is  carried  out  by  the  County  Education  Authority  in  most  of  the  Districts  but  that  does  not  relieve 

the  M.O.H.  of  his  duties  in  regard  to  sanitation  and  the  prevention  of  infectious  outbreaks  in  connection  with  Schools. 


No.  of  Schools  in  district 4. No.  visited  by  M.O.H It? 

Action  taken  C,£sYS<.  (U£  Schools  closed  by  M.O.H.  0- 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS.  (Please  attach  copies  of  Home  Office  Form  572). 

No.  of  Smoke  observations  taken. No.  of  Cautions. ..*Yr?r-^..  Legal  Notices T7T Summonses T 

No.  of  Workshops ct. No.  of  times  each  Workshop  inspected ~ Total  inspections.  .. 445.. 

Any  Industrial  Welfare  Workers  appointed * 


ADOPTIVE  ACTS  in  force  in  District. 
(. Please  state  parts  or  sections) 


Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 
Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890, 
Do.  Do.  1907. 

Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925. 


For  Rural  ( Any  Urban  Powers 
Districts  | obtained  in  1925 


BYELAWS  AND  REGULATIONS  in  force  in  District. 


Subject 


Cleansing  of  Footways  and  Pavements 

Scavenging  

Prevention  of  Nuisances 
Common  Lodging  Houses 
New  Streets  and  Buildings 
Alteration  of  Buildings  


Date  of 
Approval 


./..(L32r.. 


Subject 


Slaughter  Houses 
Baths  and  Wash-Houses 
Houses  let  in  Lodgings 

Cemeteries  

Mortuaries  

Offensive  Trades 
Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 


Date  of 
Approval 


.1.4.10.. 


I.J.LA  Z” 


Any  relaxation  of  Byelaws  under  Section  24  of  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  1919.. .3,vc..-. 


./ 


INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


Diseases  specially  prevalent  in  1925  ? State  months 

? (L 




Any  diseases  specially  added  to  notifiable  list  ? 


Any  influences  threatening  the  health  of  the  District  ?... 

Any  undue  prevalence  of  Venereal  Diseases  ? 

Any  prevalence  of  Jaundice,  and  at  what  ages  ? 


HOSPITALS  AND  d®IER  INSTITUTIONS. 

(a)  General : Accident Address 


Children 

% 

(6)  Local : Hospital,  Cottage  V— 

(i c ) Infectious,  General 

Smallpox  

(d)  Maternity 

Any  arrangements  for  nursing  Puerperal  Fever  cases  ? 

( e ) Clinic  and  Treatment  Centre  not  provided  by  County  Council  Scheme.. 




ux 


Whether  any  other  disease  ( e.g . Pneumonia)  is  treated) A 

in  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  j 


Any  change  or  extension  of  (a)  General  Infectious  Hospital 

( b ) Smallpox  Hospital  


TUBERCULOSIS. — Procedure  by  M.O.H.  or  his  staff  after  notification  : 

•4^ 


(i)  Inspection  of  patient’s 
home  and  workshop 


2)  Examination  for  w 
contacts 


(3)  Is  house  disinfected  ?....  When 

(4)  Leaflets,  Lectures,  etc.,  distributed b®. 


(5)  Action  re  spitting (6)  Is  sputum  examined  apart  from  Dispensary  ?. 

(7)  Any  special  procedure  adopted  in  cases  of /.„0 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  with  T.B.  in  sputum  ? 


(8)  Are  the  requirements  of  Tuberculosis  Regulations  as  to 
notification  observed  by  general  practitioners  ? 


CL^> 


BACTERIOLOGY  (County  Laboratory)  Any  suggestions  ? 


INFANT  MORTALITY.  Any  suggestions  ? 

Any  voluntary  Centres  for  Child  or  Mother  Welfare  ? Is*. O. 

Causes  of  any  excessive  Infant  Mortality  in  1925 Lo 

Supply  of  Milk  to  Mothers  and  Infants.  Any  action  ? .Vm?. 

Suggestions  will  be  welcomed  regarding — (a)  Maternity  and  Infant  Welfare  Schemes. 

(b)  Ante-natal  Schemes 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

No.  of  Still  Births  during  1925 

Deaths  during  1925 — (1)  Gross  Deaths,  i.e.,  Total  actually  registered  in  the  Males.  .2* Females  ^7 

District  without  any  correction 


(2)  No.  of  uncertified  deaths  (included  above) 


V Ijl 


MORTUARIES.  What  accommodation- 

Vjl 


(a)  for  accidents. 


(b)  for  infectious  cases  other JLJiL... 

than  at  hospital 

(c)  For  other  purposes  ,W$r.. 


Any  suggestions 
made  by  M.O.H. . 


SANITARY  STAFF.  ^ / 

What  is  the  present  Annual  Salary  of  the  M.O.H.  ? 


Name  of  Sanitary  Inspector. 



Any  Assistants  ? ? \xo. 

Is  Staff  sufficient  ? fa" 


Annual  Salary 
as  Inspector. 

Other  appointments  held. 

Salary  for  such 
other  appointments 


..<^k#rbr^rr'.. 


Does  M.O.H.  receive  copies  of  Memos,  and  Circulars  distributed  by  Ministry  of  Health  ; 
CLINICS  Any  Suggestions — 

(a)  Tuberculosis  

( b ) Venereal  Diseases — How  advertised  and  if  any  difficulty  in  reaching  nearest 


(c)  Child  Welfare 

(d)  Ante-Natal  ... 

( e ) School  

(/)  Dental  

( g ) Ophthalmic  ... 

ANY  REMARKS  as  to— 


(a)  Voluntary  Agencies  for  social  betterment 


(6)  District  Nursing  Association  ; 

(c)  Any  Dispensary Purpose  of 

(d)  Health  Visiting  (co-operation  with  local  M.O.H.)  

Je)  Tuberculosis,  Home  Visiting  do.  do.  and  medical  attendant  

(/)  Dental  Services  

(g)  Midwifery  Services  

(h)  Propaganda  work  re  Tuberculosis,  Child  Welfare,  or  Venereal  Diseases  

HOUSING— See  Table  D — but  please  state  No.  of  Certificates  given  under  Increase  of  Rent  (Restriction)  Act, 
1920,  Sec.  2 (2)  


SPECIAL  REPORTS  AND  INVESTIGATIONS  ON  ANY  SUBJECTS. 


SUPPLEMENTARY  REMARKS  as  to  Sanitary  requirements  of  District,  suggestions  of  M.O.H.,  and  extended 
notes  on  any  of  the  foregoing  entries. 


C.M.O.’s.  Department,  County  Hall, 
Wakefield. 


93832. 


1 


Urban  District  Council  of  Hemsworth. 


Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

FOR  THE 


Year  Ended  December  31st,  1925. 


1926. 

Turner  Bros  , Printer*,  Hemsworth. 


Hemsworth  Urban  District  Council. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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Mr  Chairman,  Mrs.  Dooley  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  herewith  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health  of  the  District  for  1925.  In  addition  to  the  customary 
statistics  given  each  year,  the  report  this  year  gives  more  detail 
and  is  a survey  report  of  the  health  of  the  area  during  the  last 
5 years. 


Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

The  Urban  District  of  Hemsworth  containing  4,165  acres 
and  is  industrial  in  character,  the  chief  industry  being  coal 
mining,  the  rest  of  the  area  is  devoted  to  agriculture.  The  main 
townships  are  Hemsworth,  Titzwilliam  and  Kinsley,  and  the  total 
population  is  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General  at  12,940,  being 
an  increase  since  1921  when  Urban  Towers  were  obtained  of 
1,250. 


The  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  1921  was  2,191.  The 
present  rateable  value  of  the  District  is  .£51,780  and  a penny 
rate  represents  £170. 
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The  greater  part  of  the  population  is  made  up  of  the  coal 
miners  and  their  dependents.  The  miners  families  are  as  a rule 
large  and  in  consequence  a large  proportion  of  the  population  are 
children  This  fact  together  with  the  scarcity  of  houses  has 
made  the  housing  conditions  very  unsatisfactory  owing  to  over- 
crowding and  two  families  being  in  one  house. 


Vital  Statistics. 

Births. 

The  total  births  during  1925  was  414  of  which  216  were 
males  and  198  females.  The  birth  rate  for  the  year  works  out  at 
the  abnormally  high  figure  of  31.3  as  compared  with  the  birth  rate 
of  England  and  Wales  which  is  only  18.3.  Twenty  one  of  these 
births  were  illegitimate. 


The  birth  rate  during  the  last  5 years  has  never  been  below 
29  and  has  been  as  high  as  34  in  1921. 


Deaths. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  during  the  year  from  all  causes, 
after  allowing  for  inward  and  outward  transfers,  was  160,  of 
which  77  were  males  and  83  females. 


The  death  rate,  calculated  on  a population  of  12,940  comes 
to  12.3  which  I think  is  very  satisfactory  when  compared  with 
that  of  England  and  Wales  which  is  12.2. 


The  chief  defined  causes  of  death  were  Pneumonia  (20), 
Congenital  Debility,  Premature  Births,  etc.  (15),  Tuberculosis, 
all  forms  (14),  Cancer  (9),  Bronchitis  (9),  and  Deaths  by  Violence 
(10). 
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The  total  number  of  infants  that  died  before  attaining  the 
age  of  one  year  was  38,  of  these  3 were  illegitimate.  The 
infantile  mortality  rate  per  thousand  births  comes  to  91. 7 which  is 
fairly  satisfactory  considering  this  is  an  industrial  area  and  the 

state  of  the  housing  conditions. 


As  will  be  seen  from  later  remarks  in  the  report  the  year 
has  not  been  a healthy  one  and  various  infectious  diseases  have 
been  prevalent,  especially  measles  and  influenza,  each  of  which 
caused  6 deaths.  In  addition  employment  during  the  year  has  not 
been  good  and  wages  low.  It  is  estimated  that  £11,202  1 6 

has  been  disbursed  in  Poor  Law  Relief  during  the  year. 


Hospital  and  other  Health  Services. 

The  only  Hospital  in  Hemsworth  is  the  Poor  Law 
Infirmary.  This  Institution  has  been  utilised  to  the  fullest 
extent,  the  available  accomodation  of  60  beds  being  very  much 
overtaxed,  at  one  period  81  patients  were  accomodated. 


Free  treatment  is  also  obtainable  at  the  various  Voluntary 
Hospitals  in  the  neighbouring  towns  of  Wakefield,  Leeds  and 
Barnsley.  In  connection  with  the  Poor  Law  Institution  there  is 
a Children’s  Home  in  Hemsworth  where  25  to  30  homeless 
children  are  cared  for. 


On  Brieriey  Common  about  3 miles  from  Hemsworth  is  the 
Isolation  Hospital  under  the  management  of  a Joint  Committee 
of  the  Hemsworth  Urban  and  District  Councils,  attached  to  it  is 
a small  Sanatorium  of  12  beds  for  children  suffering  from 
tuberculosis.  The  Small  Pox  Hospital  on  Brieriey  Common  has 
been  closed  and  arrangements  have  now  been  made  for  cases  to  be 
sent  to  Sherburn. 
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A motor  ambulance  is  provided  at  the  Hospital  for  the 
conveyance  of  patients  to  the  Hospital. 


For  non-infectious  cases  requiring  to  be  sent  to  the  General 
Hospitals  the  Colliery  Ambulances  are  frequently  available  for 
bad  cases,  otherwise  Moror  Cars  or  Taxis  are  hired 


Clinics. 

At  Hemsworth  on  the  premises  of  the  Churchmen’s  Club 
there  is  a Tuberculosis  Clinic  provided  by  the  County  Council 
under  the  supervision  of  Dr.  Hlyth  at  which  cases  of 
Tuberculosis  are  investigated  and  treated.  This  Clinic  has  been 
held  twice  a week  on  Mondays  and  Thursdays,  at  2 p.m.,  and  to 
it  is  attached  a Nurse  who  visits  the  cases  as  required.  Full 
advantage  is  taken  of  the  facilities  offered  both  by  patients  and 
by  the  Doctors  of  the  district,  the  latter  chiefly  for  confirmation 
of  diagnosis  and  for  getting  their  patients  sent  away  to  the 

various  Sanatoria  of  the  Riding. 


At  the  West  End  Council  School  in  Hemsworth  a School 
Clinic  is  held  each  Monday  at  which  minor  ailments  are  treated 
such  as  Ringworm,  Scabies,  Eye  and  Ear  Diseases.  During  1925 
1,184  children  attended  the  Clinic  and  276  were  examined  by  the 
School  Medical  Officer.  The  total  number  of  attendances  made 
by  the  children  during  the.  year  was  5355. 


'The  School  Oculist  and  Dentist  also  attend  the  Clinic  twice 
a year. 

For  cases  of  Venereal  Disease  Clinics  are  held  regularly' 
twice  a week  at  the  Voluntary  Hospitals  at  Wakefield,  Barnsley 
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and  Leeds.  I am  glad  to  report  these  diseases  do  not  appear 
prevalent  in  this  area  as  far  as  my  observation  goes. 


Infant  Welfare  Clinic. 

This  Clinic  is  held  for  children  under  5 years  of  age  each 
Monday  afternoon  from  2 to  4 p.m.  and  is  very  well  attended  as 
will  be  seen  from  the  following  list  of  attendances  : 

Number  of  Mothers  who  attended  during  the  year  - 1435 

„ Babi  s „ „ „ -1511 

,,  Pregnant  Mothers  ,,  ,,  - 20 

The  Clinic  is  conducted  by  the  County  Council  and  Dr. 
Edith  Thornley  attends  weekly  from  10  to  4 p.m. 

A number  of  Social  Events  such  as  Sports,  Pram  Parade  and 
Trips  are  inaugurated  and  there  is  also  a Clothing  Club.  A 
course  of  lectures  is  also  given  and  pamphlets  of  instruction 
distributed  relating  to  child  welfare,  etc. 

The  Mothers  and  Babies  are  also  visited  at  their  homes  by 
the  two  Health  Visitors  appointed  by  the  Council. 

There  is  one  Health  Visitor  for  Hemsworth  who  also  attends 
the  School  Clinic.  During  the  year  215  primary  visits  and  1772 
re-visits  were  paid  by  her  to  infants,  also  221  to  special  cases,  50 
ante-natal  and  783  visits  to  children  between  one  and  five  years. 


The  Health  Visitor  for  Fitzwilliam  paid  197  primary  visits 
and  1935  re-visits  to  infants.  In  addition  the  following  visits 
were  made  : 


Special  Visits 
Ante-Natal 


55 

26 


8 


Cases  of  Tuberculosis 

23 

Cases  of  Rickets 

15 

Cases  of  Ophthalmia- 

11 

The  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority  are  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part  time)  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
(whole  time)  who  is  also  Food  and  Drug  Inspector,  Petroleum 
Inspector  and  Superintendent  of  the  Cleansing  Dept. 

Nursing. 

In  Hemsworth  itself  there  is  one  District  Nurse  who  does 
the  general  nursing  and  is  appointed  by  the  Nursing  Association. 
This  Association  is  maintained  and  supported  by  voluntary 
subscription  and  also  by  a voluntary  levy  from  the  miners 
working  at  the  Colliery. 


There  is  also  one  District  Nurse  for  Kinsley  and  Fitzwilliam 
supported  in  a similar  manner  by  a voluntary  Committee.  There 
are  no  special  arrangements  for  the  nursing  of  Infectious  Diseases 
such  as  Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  etc. 

Midwifery. 

There  are  nine  qualified  mid  wives  practicing  in  the  area 
under  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board 
and  under  the  supervision  of  the  West  Riding  Medical  Officer  of 
Health. 

No  Subsidy  is  at  present  being  paid  by  the  County 
Authority.  The  midwifery  service  on  the  whole  is  satisfactory 
and  very  few  complaints  have  been  dealt  with.  I should  say 
that  80%  of  confinements  are  attended  by  the  midwives  only, 
medical  aid  only  being  called  upon  in  emergencies. 
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List  of  Adoptive  Acts  in  Force  in  the  Area. 

The  following  sections  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amend- 
ment Act,  1907,  are  in  force  in  the  district. 

Part  3 of  Public  Health  Acts,  1890- 
Part  3.  Sections  35,  38,  45,  49,  50. 

Part  4.  Sections  55,  56,  57,  69,  62,  63,  64,  65,  66,  68,  and 
Par.  5. 

Part  2.  Sections  15,  16,  18,  22,  23,  25,  27,  29,  30,  33. 

Part  3.  Sections  39,  40,  41,  42, 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water. 

The  water  for  the  area  is  supplied  by  Barnsley  and  is  a 
good  pure  soft  water  from  the  Penistone  Moors.  No  Diseases  of 
any  kind  have  been  traced  to  it  and  there  have  been  no  cases  of 
plumbo  solvent  action. 


The  supply  has  not  kept  pace  with  the  demand  and  there 
has  been  a shortage  of  water  during  the  whole  year,  the  water 
being  cut  oil  for  24  hours  once  a week,  causing  considerable 
inconvenience.  To  alleviate  matters  somewhat  the  main  pipes 
have  been  scraped  and  a small  tank  placed  at  Royd  Moor. 


Drainage. 

The  Sewage  Works  and  Drainage  of  the  area  are  adequate 
and  working  satisfactorily  and  no  Sewage  complaints  have  been 
made,  extensions  being  made  as  required  for  the  increase  of 
population. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

The  closet  accommodation  of  the  District  is  far  from  satis- 
factory, the  insanitary  privy  midden  being  the  prevailing  type  in 
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use.  These  are  very  gradually  being  done  away  with  and  replac- 
ed by  water  closets  but  progress  is  held  up  at  present  owing  to 
the  shortage  of  water.  It  has  been  customary  to  take  the  more 
dilapidated  first  and  those  where  the  one  privy  midden  serves  for 
two  houses.  During  the  year  the  total  number  converted  into 
water  closets  was  58,  L 1 of  these  being  in  Kinsley  and  47  in 
Hemsworth. 


At  the  end  of  1925  there  were  7 privies  remaining  with 
open  middens  and  15  pail  or  tub  closets  and  7 waste  water 
closets. 


The  total  number  of  privy  middens  in  the  district  is  1,439 
and  the  total  number  of  water  closets,  687. 


During  the  year  58  privies  were  re-constructed  and  made 
into  water  closets  and  8 additional  water  closets  were  provided 
for  old  property.  The  total  number  of  water  closets  constructed 
during  the  year  for  new  houses  was  70 


Scavenging. 

This  is  efficiently  carried  out  by  the  Council  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  there  have  been  very 
few  complaints  from  house-holders.  The  night  soil  is  removed  by 
carts  at  night  time  and  the  refuse  from  the  middens  and  dust 
bins  by  two  one  ton  Ford  lorries.  The  night  soil  is  carted  out  to 
various  tips  obtained  from  the  local  farmers.  The  total  cost  of 
the  scavenging  for  the  year  was  £2,800.  As  the  area  increases 
in  population,  the  obtaining  of  suitable  tips  becomes  increasingly 
difficult  and  before  very  long  some  other  method  for  its  disposal 
will  have  to  be  fonnd. 
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Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

Full  details  of  the  inspections  made  in  the  district  relating 
to  Slaughter  houses,  Nuisances,  etc.,  and  under  the  Acts  relating 
to  Infectious  Diseases,  Food,  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  are  in  the 
Sanitary  Inspector’s  report  attached. 


Smoke  Abatement. 

Complaints  have  been  received  with  regard  to  excessive 
smoke  given  oil  from  the  chimney  at  the  Hemsworth  Brick 
Works.  Observations  have  been  taken  on  two  occasions  and  the 
owners  cautioned  and  induced  to  abate  the  nuisance  as  far  as 
practicable. 


Premises  and  Occupations  Controlled  by  Bye-laws. 

There  are  two  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  Hemsworth 
which  are  kept  in  a fairly  satisfactory  condition.  They  are 
frequently  inspected,  almost  weekly,  as  they  are  always  full  and 
liable,  to  get  overcrowded. 


The  offensive  trades  in  the  area  are  : 

Fish  Frying  ...  14  shops 

Marine  Stores  ...  3. 

Tripe  Boiling  ...  1 shop 


In  consequence  of  the  scarcity  of  houses  there  has  been  a 
gradual  increase  in  the  number  of  tents  and  vans  settling  in  the 
district  Some  of  these  were  found  in  a very  filthy  and 
insanitary  state  and  a menace  to  the  health  of  the  district. 
Considerable  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  dealing  satisfact- 
orily with  them,  but  up  to  the  present  it  lias  not  been  necessary 
to  take  any  legal  proceedings. 
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Schools. 

There  are  three  Council  Schools,  two  situated  in  Hemsworth 
and  one  at  Fitzwilliam,  and  four  Church  Schools,  (one  Homan 
Catholic)  three  of  which  are  in  Hemsworth  and  one  at  Kinsley. 
There  is  also  a Technical  School  in  Hemsworth  occuping  premises 
that  were  at  one  time  Hemsworth  Hall.  All  these  Schools  are 
satisfactory  and  up  to  modern  standards  with  the  exception  of 
two  Church  Schools  in  Hemsworth  and  one  in  Kinsley  which 
require  re-constructing  and  bringing  up-to-date. 


The  closing  of  Schools  during  epidemics  of  Measles  has 
been  resorted  to  twice  during  the  year.  In  the  early  part  of  the 
year  the  Infants  Dept  of  the  Fitzwilliam  Council  School  was 
closed  for  3 weeks  and  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  the  Infants 
Dept,  of  the  West  End  Council  School  was  closed  for  3 weeks. 


Housing. 

Like  most  other  districts  the  shortage  of  housing  accommo- 
dation is  very  marked  and  the  building  of  new  houses  does  not 
keep  pace  with  the  increase  in  population  and  in  consequence 
there  are  many  cases  of  bad  overcrowding. 


Indirectly  also  the  scarcity  of  houses  effects  the  repairing 
and  condemning  of  old  and  dilapidated  property  which  has  in 
consequence  got  in  arrears  but  will  have  to  be  dealt  with  as  soon 
as  sufficient  accommodation  is  available.  The  extent  of 
overcrowding  is  difficult  to  estimate  but  there  are  over  4»>7 
applicants  for  the  new  Council  Houses,  112  in  number  are  just 
about  to  be  completed.  292  of  these  applicants  are  at  present  in 
lodgings.  To  relieve  the  situation  somewhat  the  Council  have 
given  permission  for  the  tenants  in  the  Council  houses  to  take  in 
lodgers  for  the  present. 
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In  the  near  future  further  houses  are  to  be  built  by  the 
Council,  75  of  which  will  be  built  in  Kinsley  and  some  more 
also  in  Hems  worth  at  Little  Hemsworth  where  a site  has  been 
purchased. 


The  number  of  houses  built  by  private  persons  during  the 
years  was  47,  the  total  number  built  under  State  aided  schemes 
was  64. 


Further  details  relating  to  housing  will  be  found  amongst 
the  tables  at  the  end  of  the  report. 


It  is  most  important  that  every  means  possible  should  be 
taken  to  relieve  the  shortage  of  houses  which  is  seriously 
affecting  the  general  health  of  the  people,  especially  the  children. 
In  my  opinion  the  increase  of  tuberculosis  and  general  prevalence 
of  the  many  Infectious  Diseases  such  as  Measles,  Whooping 
Cough  and  Influenza  is  due  in  a great  extent  to  the  congestion  of 
the  housing  conditions. 


The  general  standard  of  houses  in  the  area  is  good  on  the 
whole  with  a few  marked  exceptions  in  various  blocks  of  old 
property. 

M any  of  the  houses  although  well  constructed,  through 
neglect  of  a few  necessary  & urgent  repairs,  are  allowed  to  get  into 
a dilapidated  and  insanitary  state.  This  is  particularly  noticeable 
in  leaking  and  defective  roofs,  defective  fall  pipes  and  spouts, 
which  allow  the  houses  to  become  damp  and  unfit.  In  some 
cases  the  tenants  are  Very  careless  and  do  not  keep  the  houses 
clean  and  ventilated  and  so  make  conditions  worse.  This  has 
been  noticeable  in  some  of  the  new  houses  built  by  the  Council 
especially  where  there  are  two  families  in  one  house. 
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Considerable  difficulty  is  experienced  in  getting  repairs 
done  promptly,  frequently  one  agent  being  responsible  for  a large 
amount  of  property  and  nothing  is  done  in  spite  of  preliminary 
notices  and  warnings  until  a final  statutory  notice  is  served.  All 
this  takes  time,  and  in  the  meanwhile  conditions  have  become 
aggravated.  The  excuses  usually  given  for  these  delays  is  the 
difficulty  of  obtaining  extra  labour  and  materials  and  the  high 
cost  of  repair  work.  Many  of  the  back  yards  are  in  bad  repair 
and  are  not  kept  clean  and  are  frequently  tenanted  by  chickens 
and  other  live  stock  which,  together  with  a privy  midden,  tends  to 
unhealthy  and  insanitary  conditions  and  in  summer  time  encour- 
ages the  breeding  of  Hies. 

No  part  of  the  area  has  been  scheduled  as  an  unhealthy 
area  and  there  is  no  definite  scheme  ot'  Town  Planning. 

To  encourage  the  conversion  of  as  many  privy  middens  as 
possible  into  water  closets  the  Council  have  made  a practice  of 
giving  a grant  of  £5  towards  the  cost  of  conversion  in  certain 
cases. 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Milk  Supply. 

All  the  cow  keepers  and  retailers  of  milk  are  registered  and 
regular  inspections  of  cow  sheds  made.  Samples  of  milk  are 
taken  at  intervals  both  by  the  Inspector  and  the  County  Council 
Authorities.  The  supply  of  milk  is  adequate  and  the  quality  on 
the  whole  good  but  not  always  as  clean  as  it  should  be.  The 
milk  is  distributed  in  cans  and  taken  round  in  carts  but  some  (an 
increasing  amount)  is  brought  into  the  district  in  sealed  bottles 
from  outside. 

Ten  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  none  were  found  adulterated  but  two  were  found 
deficient  in  fat. 
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Arrangements  are  in  force  for  the  regular  inspection  twice 
a year  by  a fully  qualified  Veterinary  Surgeon  of  the  cows  and 
cowsheds  of  the  district.  Owing  to  the  prevalence  of  foot  and 
mouth  disease  these  arrangements  have  unfortunately  had  to  be 
suspended  this  year.  The  number  of  cowkeepers  in  the  area  is 
21  and  there  are  10  retailers  of  milk.  The  number  of  milk  sellers 
on  the  register  is  24. 


During  the  year  32  inspections  of  cowsheds  etc.  have  been 
made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  While  the  beasts  kept  are 
good,  the  premises  in  many  cases  are  far  from  satisfactory  and 
not  kept  as  clean  as  they  should  be  with  the  result  that  the  milk 
is  often  dirty 


Meat. 

The  inspection  of  meat  and  slaughtering  of  beasts  has  taken 
up  a great  deal  of  the  time  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  a total  of 
701  inspections  having  been  made  during  the  year. 


The  Slaughtering  is  done  in  13  private  slaughter  houses 
situated  in  different  parts  of  the  district  which  makes  proper 
supervision  very  difficult 


As  a result  of  these  inspections  and  voluntary  notifications 
over  4 tons  of  diseased  meat  were  condemned  and  destroyed,  the 
condemned  carcases  are  treated  with  formalin  and  then  taken 
away  to  a knackery  or  burnt  at  the  Gas  Works. 


The  general  condition  of  the  slaughter  houses  is  very  good 
and  the  majority  are  quite  up  to  modern  requirements,  two  of  these 
are  however  placed  in  bad  positions  and  near  dwelling  houses  and 
from  that  point  of  view  are  unsatisfactory. 
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No  legal  proceedings  have  been  taken  during  the  year  in 
connection  with  the  slaughtering  and  meat  inspection. 


The  following  are  the  particulars  as  to  registration  : 


1920 

January,  1925 

December,  1925 

Registered 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Licensed 

10 

13 

13 

Total 

10 

13 

13 

Other  Foods. 

Two  samples  of  food  were  taken  during  the  year  under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1925,  and  one  was  found  adulterated,  no 
legal  proceedings  were  taken.  There  are  4 bakehouses  in  the 
area  of  which  25  inspections  were  made  and  the  conditions  found 
satisfactory. 

No  cases  of  food  poisoning  have  been  reported  during  the 

year. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Since  1920  Scarlet  Fever  has  been  the  most  prevalent  of 
the  notifiable  diseases,  the  average  number  each  year  being  over 
50  cases  with  the  exception  of  the  year  1923  when  a severe 
outbreak  of  the  disease  occured.  It  started  in  some  old  property 
in  Junction  Street,  Hemsworth,  which  was  infested  with  rats 
and  rapidly  spread  by  contact  to  neighbouring  houses  and  streets 
bringing  the  total  for  that  year  up  to  97. 

In  1921  Diphtheria  was  very  prevalent  in  the  area,  but  not 
in  epidemic  form,  the  total  number  of  cases  notified  being  49. 
Since  that  time  there  has  been  a marked  decrease  in  this  disease 
the  total  number  for  1925  being  only  16. 

Enteric  Fever  has  almost  disappeared,  one  case  only  being 
notified  this  year  as  compared  with  8 in  1921. 
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Measles  have  been  very  prevalent  during  recent  years 
particularly  since  1922  and  this  year  has  on  two  occasions 
necessitated  school  closure. 


It  is  almost  impossible  in  the  present  housing  conditions  to 
isolate  the  cases  or  take  any  measures  of  prevention  of  practical 
utility  and  in  consequence  compulsory  notification  has  not  been 
adopted  in  this  area.  The  disease  has  not  been  of  a severe  type 
generally,  but  siv  cases  ended  fatally  this  year. 


An  epidemic  of  Whooping  Cough  broke  out  in  the  early 
part  of  1921,  the  disease  appearing  in  a severe  form  and  caused 
no  less  than  11  deaths.  A further  epidemic  occured  again  in 
1924  and  caused  3 deaths.  This  year  during  the  latter  half  the 
disease  has  been  prevalent  in  a milder  form,  particularly  in 
Heinsworth  and  has  been  responsible  for  a good  deal  of  respira- 
tory disease  and  broncho-pneumonia  amongst  the  infants. 


In  1923  cases  of  ISinall  Fox  were  notified  in  neighbouring 
towns  and  it  was  thought  advisable  to  make  Chicken  Fox  a 
notifiable  disease.  A great  many  cases  have  been  notified 
particularly  at  Kinsley  and  Fitzwilliam  and  on  two  occasions 
suspicious  cases  were  sent  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  for  observa- 
tion, neither  of  them  however  turned  out  to  be  small  pox. 


During  the  year  there  occurred  one  case  of  Encephalitis 
Lethargica,  the  patient  being  a man  aged  about  60  living  in 
Hemsworth.  The  patient  was  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital 
and  the  disease  proved  fatal.  The  most  probable  cause  was  the 
bad  housing  conditions,  the  house  being  badly  lighted  and 
ventilated  with  no  proper  through  draught. 
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On  the  whole,  taking  into  consideration  the  scarcity  of 
houses  and  the  large  proportion  of  children  in  the  population  of 
the  district,  I think  the  report  for  this  year  as  far  as  notifiable 
infectious  diseases  are  concerned  is  very  satisfactory. 

All  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diptheria  are  removed  as 
promptly  as  possible  by  motor  ambulance  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital  and  the  houses  disinfected  and  all  children  remaining  in 
the  house  excluded  from  school  for  2 weeks.  The  return  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever  have  been  very  few.  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is 
obtainable  at  the  local  chemists  and  also  at  the  Isolation  Hospital 
and  every  facility  for  the  taking  and  examination  of  swabs  etc. 
is  offered  by  the  County  Council  free  of  charge. 

The  mortality  from  these  diseases  has  ' not  been  severe  for 
period  of  the  five  years  from  1921  to  1925,  the  deaths  have  been  : 
Scarlet  Fever  5,  Diphtheria  1 and  Enteric  Fever  2. 

For  the  same  period  the  deaths  from  minor  infectious 
diseases  have  been  as  follows  : Influenza  11,  Measles  15, 

Whooping  Cough  19. 

The  district  I am  glad  to  report  has  kept  free  from  Small 
Pox  and  it  has  not  been  necessary  to  perform  any  special 
vaccinations  or  re-vaccinations  although  as  already  reported  two 
suspicious  cases  were  notified. 

Notifiable  Diseases  during  1925. 

Cases  admitted 


Disease 

Total  Cases 

to  Hospital 

Total  Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

22 

22 

nil 

Diptheria 

16 

16 

nil 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

1 

nil 

Pneumonia 

50 

nil 

20 

19 


At  the  end  of  the  report  a table  giving  fuller  details  will  be 

found. 

Tuberculosis. 

A table  showing  in  detail  the  number  of  cases  of  Tubercu- 
losis notified  and  the  deaths  at  each  age  period  will  be  found  at 
the  end  of  the  report. 

I regret  to  have  to  report  a decided  increase  in  the 
prevalence  of  Tuberculosis  which  I think  must  be  partly 
attributed  to  the  unsatisfactory  housing  conditions  and  to  the 
high  cost  of  living  and  difficulty  in  obtaining  adequate  nourish- 
ment. 


It  will  be  noticed  from  the  table  giving  the  number  of  cases 
in  each  year  that  the  number  has  been  doubled  whilst  the 
population  has  only  increased  by  1,290  that  is  from  11,715  in  1921 
to  12,910  in  1 925. 

It  will  also  be  noticed  that  18  of  the  cases  of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  occured  amongst  children  between  the  ages  of  5 and 
15  and  that  females  were  affected  more  than  males  in  the 
proportion  of  39  to  3 1 . 

The  number  of  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  totalled 
M and  from  Non-Pulmonary  6,  the  latter  chiefly  amongst  children 
between  the  ages  of  1 to  5 years. 

The  majority  of  the  cases  occurred  in  Hemsworth  i.e.  38, 
whilst  18  were  in  Fitzwilliam  and  8 in  Kinsley. 

The  treatment  and  supervision  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis, 
particularly  pulmonary,  is  carried  out  at  the  Tuberculosis  Clinic. 
This  Clinic  is  situated  in  Hemsworth  and  is  maintained  by  the 
County  Council  and  held  twice  a week  on  Mondays  and 
Thursdays  at  2 o’clock  when  Dr.  Blyth  attends. 
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As  cases  of  Tuberculosis  are  seen  by  the  Medical  Practition- 
ers of  the  district  they  are  usually  sent  to  the  Clinic  for 
confirmation  of  diagnosis  and  for  treatment  and  are  then  sent  by 
Dr.  Blyth  to  the  various  sanatoria  in  the  Riding  as  beds  become 
available.  On  iheir  return  they  again  attend  the  Dispensary  at 
various  intervals  as  required.  Cases  that  are  too  far  advanced  to 
attend  the  Clinic  are  treated  by  their  own  Doctors  and  nursed  at 
home.  Up  to  the  present  no  after-care  Committee  has  been 
available  in  the  locality  but  plans  are  being  discussed  to  form  one 
which  will  be  of  great  use  and  assistance  and  is  very  much 
needed. 

It  is  regretable  that  a great  deal  of  the  good  that  is  done 
by  treatment  at  the  Sanatorium  is  not  maintained  when  the 
patient  returns  to  his  home.  Frequently  the  house  is  overcrowded 
or  unhealthy  and  lie  may  not  have  a bedroom  to  himself.  The 
Council  with  a view  to  avoiding  these  conditions  have  given 
cases  of  tuberculosis  preference  in  the  letting  of  the  Council 
houses  as  they  become  available  and  much  good  has  been  done  by 
these  means 

No  action  relating  to  cases  of  tuberculosis  have  been  taken 
during  the  year  under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  1925 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

This  department  of  the  Public  Health  Services  is  now 
entirely  under  the  care  of  the  County  Council  who  have  appointed 
two  Health  Visitors  to  carry  out  the  duties,  one  for  Hemsworth 
and  one  for  Kinsley  and  Fitzwilliam. 

In  connection  with  this  work  a very  successful  Infant 
Welfare  Clinic  is  maintained,  details  of  which  I have  already 
given.  There  is  no  doubt  that  very  valuable  preventative  work 
is  done  by  the  Health  Visitors  and  the  Clinic  and  to  which  in  a 
great  measure  the  satisfactory  low  infant  mortality  rate  may  be 
attributed. 
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During  the  year  there  was  only  one  case  of  Puerperal  Fever 
and  three  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  particulars  of 
the  latter  are  as  follows  : 


Cases 

3 

Notified 

2 

Treated 

Vision 

unimpaired 

Deaths 

At  home 

In  hospital 

3 

nil 

3 

nil 

Conclusion. 

In  spite  of  adverse  conditions  especially  in  relation  to 
housing  and  water  supply,  I think  the  report  this  year  may  be 
considered  satisfactory  and  steady  progress  is  being  made  in 
improving  the  sanitary  conditions  of  the  district.  Houses  are 
heing  built  more  rapidly  to  meet  the  great  scarcity  that  exists 
and  good  progress  has  been  made  in  the  conversion  of  insanitary 
privy  middens  into  water  closets,  but  more  would  have  been  done  if 
tlie  water  supply  had  been  adequate.  This  is  now  the  most 
important  problem  waiting  to  be  dealt  with  and  I hope  there 
will  not  be  any  unnecessary  delay  in  supplying  the  district  with 
sufficient  water. 


The  Vital  Statistics  are  satisfactory,  the  death  rate  being 
on  an  average  with  the  rest  of  the  County  and  during  the  last 
two  years  there  has  been  a marked  fall  in  the  number  of  notifiable 
Infectious  Diseases. 

The  chief  unsatisfactory  feature  of  the  report  is  the  increase 
in  cases  of  Tuberculosis  on  which  I have  commented. 
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This  year  also  the  health  of  the  area  has  been  adversely 
affected  by  the  continued  prevalence  of  the  minor  infectious 
diseases  such  as  Influenza,  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough,  12  of 
the  deaths  recorded  being  attributed  to  Influenza  and  Measles. 


In  addition  to  the  tables  at  the  end  of  the  report  I have 
completed  tables  C and  1)  for  the  Count)'  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  which  give  full  details  of  the  work  done  in  the  area 
during  the  year  relating  to  Housing  and  Sanitary  matters. 

I am  glad  to  take  this  opportunity  to  state  my  appreciation 
of  the  kindness  and  consideration  the  Council  and  its  officials 
have  extended  to  me  during  the  year  and  to  thank  them  for  their 
co-operation  and  help.  < 


I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Dooley  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 


H.  P.  WILTSHIRE,  M.O.H. 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector 

For  the  Year  1925. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District  Council  of 

Hemsworth. 

Mr  Chairman,  Mrs  Dooley  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  submitting  to  you  my  third  Annual 
Report  on  the  work  and  administration  of  my  department  for  the 
year  ending  December  31st,  1925 

The  number  of  Complaints  received  were  190 

The  number  of  Complaints  attended  to  190 

The  number  of  rooms  which  were  disinfected  during  this 
period  was  58,  the  major  portion  being  disinfected  after  infectious 
disease 

Visits  and  Inspections. 

To  Complaints  ...  178 

,,  Infectious  Disease  ...  49 

,,  Work  in  Hand  232 

„ Scavenging  Matters  ...  147 

,,  Re-Visits  ...  131 

,,  Slaughter  Houses  ...  710 

,,  House  Inspections  116 

,,  Meat  and  Food  Inspections  86 

„ Common  Lodging  Houses  ...  46 

„ Bakehouses  25 

,,  Offensive  Trades  ...  23 

,,  Petrol  Stores  . . 7 

,,  Brickworks  ...  11 
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„ Vans  ...  28 

„ T B.  Cases  ...  31 

,,  Farmsteads  ...  32 

„ Schools  ...  12 

„ Picture  Houses  ...  19 

„ Milk  Retailers  ...  2 

„ Insufficient  Water  Supply  ...  7 

„ Ice  Cream  Works  ...  2 

„ Miscellaneous  ...  264 


Total  2158 


Defects  and  Nuisances  Recorded. 


Defective  Sinks  ...  7 

„ Drains  ...  56 

,,  Ranges  . 24 

„ Steps  3 

,,  Spouts  19 

,,  Roofs  ...  28 

,,  Doors  13 

„ Plaster  17 

„ Windows  ..  16 

,,  Gullies  17 

,,  Inspection  Chambers  2 

,,  Privies  13 

,,  Yards  ...  5 

„ Cellar  Grate  1 

„ WC’s  ...  8 

,,  Floors  11 

,,  Sink  Pipe  ...  6 

,,  Ovens  ...  10 

„ Setpots  ...  7 

,,  Chimneys  ...  3 

„ Curbing-  ...  1 
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,,  Cupboards  ...  2 

„ Yard  Gates  ...  13 

,,  Ashpit  Doors  12 

,,  Dustbins  ...  6 

„ Cellar  ...  I 

„ Water  Pipes  ...  3 

Damp  Walls  ...  11 

Offensive  Accumulations  ...  12 

Obstructed  Dike  ...  2 

Offensive  Animals  ...  2 

Privies  needing  emptying  ...  7 

Overcrowded  Vans  ...  3 

Dangerous  covering  to  well  ...  1 

Dirty  House  ...  1 


Total  348 


In  connection  with  the  abatement  of  nuisances,  214  informal 
notices  were  served,  of  these  204  were  complied  with  leaving  10 
to  be  carried  forward  l he  statutory  notices  served  numbered 
9,  of  which  7 were  complied  with  and  2 carried  forward. 

During  the  year  58  conversions  took  place  in  the  district, 
11  being  at  Kinsley  and  47  in  Hemsworth.  The  68  W.C’s. 
were  provided  in  place  of  50  privies. 


The  following  are  the  details  of  each  conversion  : 


WC’s 

5 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 


In  place  of  Place 

5 privies  High  St  , Hemsworth 
1 „ Rectory  Yard,  Hemsworth 

1 „ Highfields,  ,, 

3 „ Victoria  St  ,, 

2 ,,  Top  St  ,. 

1 ,,  Highfields  ,. 


Owner  or  Agent 
Mr  J.  Scholefield 
1 he  Rector 
Mr.  H-  Simpson 
Mr.  J.  Brown 
Mr.  Grayson 
Mr.  Bond 
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12 

2 

2 

3 

6 

7 

2 

11 

68 


1 

11 


50 


York  St  ,, 

Highfields  „ 

George  & Dragon  Hotel, 
Hemsworth 

Market  St.,  Hemsworth 
Town  St  „ 

99  99 


Top  St.  „ 

Bond  Street,  Kinsley 


Mrs.  Askew 

Rev.  B.  Speet 

Wakefield 

Brewery  Co. 

Mr  J Shields 

Mr.  R Townend 

Messrs.  Wilson 
and  Sons 

Mr.  S Molt 

Mr.  Cutis 


In  each  of  these  cases  ashbins  were  substituted  in  place  of 
the  existing  ashpits 


I regret  that  I cannot  report  that  all  the  houses  in  your 
district  have  a privy  or  W.C.  to  itself.  There  are  still  a few 
houses  which  have  to  share  in  the  use  of  a privy,  but  as  I pointed 
out  last  year  the  insufficiency  of  the  water  supply  must  of 
necessity  make  the  work  of  privy  conversion  a slow  one  and  in 
my  opinion  it  would  be  both  unfair  and  unwise  to  ask  owners  of 
property  to  erect  privies  and  at  a later  date  to  ask  for  their 
conversion  into  W.C’s.  In  the  event  of  a plentiful  supply  of 
water  being  obtained  I think  the  Council  will  be  well  advised  to 
take  into  consideration  the  question  of  dealing  with  privy  midden 
conversion  on  a wholesale  plan  and  to  put  into  operation  Sec  39 
of  the  P.H.A.  (A.)  Act,  1890,  instead  of  converting  privies 
haphazardly  throughout  the  township.  I am  pleased  to  report 
that  since  the  W C’s.  have  been  installed  in  place  of  privy 
middens,  that  I have  had  very  little  trouble  through  their  mis-use. 
This  fact  is  worthy  of  note  when  one  realises  in  what  district  the 
major  portion  of  the  conversions  have  taken  place. 
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Premises  Controlled  by  Bye-laws. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

As  in  my  last  report  there  are  IS  licensed  slaughter  houses 
in  the  Urban  District,  2 of  which  are  licensed  for  the  killing  of 
Pigs  only  I am  still  of  the  opinion  that  this  number  is  too  large 
for  a district  of  this  size  and  that  the  concentration  of  slaughtering 
in  fewer  slaughter  houses  would  facilitate  better  supervision  of 
slaughtering  and  the  examination  of  meat.  It  will  be  observed 
that  710  visits  were  made  to  the  slaughter  houses  and  while  this 
may  seem  a large  number  of  visits,  it  will  be  realised  that  if  each 
slaughter  house  is  only  visited  once  each  week  the  total  number 
of  visits  would  be  676  in  a year. 


With  the  coming  into  force  of  the  Public  Health  (Meat) 
Regulations,  1925,  the  work  of  supervision  has  increased  rather 
than  diminished,  as  slaughtering  takes  place  in  one  or  another  of 
the  slaughterhouses  on  every  day  of  the  work  excepting  Saturday 
and  Sunday.  In  three  of  the  larger  slaughter  houses  the  average 
number  of  beasts  killed  totals  45  per  week,  in  addition  to  which 
there  are  a large  number  of  pigs  and  sheep.  This  number  is  due 
to  a fair  amount  of  wholesale  trade  which  is  carried  on  and  owing 
to  its  fluctuating  character,  advantage  has  often  to  be  taken  of  Sec. 
8,  Part  II.  of  the  regulations.  Generally  speaking  the  regulations 
have  been  carried  out  fairly  well  in  regard  to  slaughtering, 
though  on  a few  occasions  I have  had  to  caution  butchers  against 
slaughtering  outside  their  permitted  hours  without  giving  the 
necessary  notice. 


The  killing  of  pigs  by  cottagers  has  fallen  off  considerably 
since  the  regulations  came  into  force  and  I find  that  it  is  almost 
impossible  for  the  pigs  to  be  killed  and  dressed  according  to  the 
regulations  when  the  killing,  etc  has  to  take  place  outside  a 
licensed  slaughter  house. 
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The  following  is  a resumfe  of  the  meat  and  food  destroyed 
during  the  year  under  review  : 


12  Whole  carcases  of  beef 

(approx,  wght). 

4 Parts  of  carcases 
1 Whole  Pig 

Portions  of  Pig  (heads,  neck) 

Beasts  Livers 
Pigs  Liver 
Sheep’s  I .iver 
Imported  Meat 
Imported  Pigs  maws 
Potted  meat 

Condensed  milk  (3-1  lb.  tins) 

Total 


Ton*  Cwts.  Qrs.  Lb*. 

3 7 2 0 

6 1 20 

1 3 14 

2 3 19 

5 l 18 

6 

6 

3 6 

3 0 0 

9 

3 

4 7 0 17 


The  major  portion  of  the  beasts  livers  were  condemned 
during  the  month  of  December,  when  a large  number  of  Irish 
cattle  came  into  the  district,  a number  of  which  were  found  to  be 
affected  with  “ flukey  ” livers.  The  whole  of  the  meat  condemn- 
ed was  either  destroyed  at  the  Brickworks  or  saturated  with 
Formaldehyde  and  sent  to  the  Knackery. 


Common  Lodging  Houses. 

There  are  two  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  district  to 
which  46  visits  have  been  paid  Since  the  last  report  one  of  the 
lodging  house  keepers  has  been  superseded  and  that  particular 
house  has  been  kept  better  in  consequence.  On  the  whole  the 
houses  are  very  well  kept  and  any  request  which  I make  is 
complied  with 
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Offensive  Trades. 

Tripe  Boiling-,  Fish  Frying-  and  Marine  Stores  are  scheduled 
as  Offensive  Trades  in  the  Urban  District.  1 here  is  one  Tripe 
Boiler,  13  Fish  Fryers  and  2 persons  registered  as  Marine  Store 
Dealers  These  places  have  been  visited  frequently  during  the 
year,  and,  with  the  exception  of  a warning  in  regard  to  the 
disposal  of  fish  offal,  which  was  necessary  during  the  year,  the 
businesses  have  been  carried  on  satisfactorily. 

Bakehouses. 

There  are  four  bakehouses  on  the  register,  3 in  Hems- 
worth  and  1 in  Fitzwilliam.  25  Visits  have  been  paid  to  these 
premises  which  have  been  kept  in  a satisfactory  state. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

There  are  21  persons  registered  as  milk  producers  of  which 
14  are  registered  as  retailers  also.  There  are  also  10  persons 
who  are  registered  as  retailers  only  The  total  number  of  visits 
paid  to  cow  keepers  during  the  year  was  32,  but  no  veterinary 
examination  of  the  cattle  (on  behalf  of  the  Council)  has  taken 
place  this  year.  There  are  2 reasons  for  this,  viz  : The  preva- 
lence ot  Font  anti  Mouth  Disease  and  the  coming  into  force  of  the 
Tuberculosis  Order  of  1925  Under  this  Order  there  is  now  an 
obligation  upon  the  farmer  to  give  information  to  an  Inspector  of 
the  Local  Authority  when  any  cow  is,  or  appears  to  be,  suffering 
from  tuberculosis  of  the  udder. 

There  is  no  doubt  however,  that  a great  deal  of  work 
remains  to  be  done  before  the  conditions  under  which  milk  is 
produced  in  this  district  can  be  said  to  be  anything  approaching 
satisfaction.  It  is  essential,  in  my  opinion,  that  the  producer  of 
milk  should  realise  that  personal  cleanlintss  and  the  cleansing  of 
the  cows  before  milking  is  as  much  a necessity  as  clean  and  well 
ventilated  cowsheds 
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One  source  of  trouble  in  dealing-  with  unsatisfactory 
cowsheds  is  that  very  often  the  farmer  has  only  a lease  on  the 
farm  and  in  consequence  cannot  see  his  way  to  re-construct 
cowsheds  which  do  not  belong  to  him  and  on  the  other  hand  the 
owners  state  that  the  farms  were  never  let  as  dairy  farms  and 
in  consequence  cannot  be  held  responsible  for  the  alterations 
necessary. 


Ten  samples  of  milk  were  taken  during  the  year  of  which 
two  were  found  deficient  in  fat  and  a warning  was  issued  to  the 
persons  responsible  by  the  County  Council  under  whose  auspices 
these  samples  were  taken. 


Scavenging. 

The  staff  for  the  removal  of  night  soil  consisted  up  to 
November  of  a Foreman,  5 drivers,  and  5 throwers-out.  Since 
that  time  the  staff  has  been  reduced  to  a Foreman,  4 drivers  and 
4 throwers-out.  T his  reduction  of  staff  has  been  made  possible 
by  the  subsitution  during  the  past  2 years  of  107  W.C’s.  in  place 
of  privies. 

The  staff  for  the  removal  of  dry  ashes  is  as  last  year,  viz: 
2 drivers  of  Ford  To.i  lorries  and  2 assistants,  the  only  difference 
being,  that  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year  the  lorries  were 
wholly  occupied  with  the  removal  of  dry  ashes  instead  of  one 
lorry  assisting  in  road-work  as  hitherto 

The  number  of  working  shifts  lost  during  the  year  was  10fj 
of  which  number  36  were  lost  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  thiough 
one  of  the  horses  being  lame,  this,  of  necessity,  caused  the  work  io 
be  behind  and  some  time  elapsed  before  things  got  back  to  normal. 
However  I am  pleased  to  report,  that,  notwithstanding  this  fact, 
the  work  has  been  carried  out  much  better  than  in  previous  years. 
The  records  show  that  5830  loads  of  night  soil  were  removed, 
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the  average  weight  of  which  is  22  cwts.  per  load  giving  a total 
weight  of  refuse  removed  as  6613  tons.  lhe  privies  were 
emptied  22  times  or  at  an  interval  16  5 days  which  is  a great 
improvement  on  recent  years  The  average  amount  of  refuse 
removed  from  houses  with  privy  middens  was  4 tons  11  cwts.,  this 
large  amount  being  due  2 factors  viz  :-  l'he  number  of  houses 
having  2 or  more  families  therein  and  also  the  fact  that  most 
miners  receive  one  ton  of  coal  per  month.  In  the  outl)  ing  districts 
the  privies  have  not  emptied  so  often  as  those  near  by,  this  fact 
being  accounted  for  by  reason  of  the  distance  to  be  travelled  etc. 
but  very  few  complaints  have  been  received  and  when  received 
have  been  attended  to  promptly. 


1 he  number  of  loads  of  dry  ashes  removed  was  4020.  this 
number  being  made  up  as  follows  ;-No.  1 lorry  (full  time)  2173 
loads  for  305  working  da\s,  average  7.1  load  per  day  No.  2 
lorry  part  time)  1847  loads  for  256  woiking  days,  average 
7.2  loads  per  day.  Averaging  these  loads  at  12  cwts  per  load  it 
will  be  seen  that  2,210  tons  of  dry  refuse  was  removed  from  702 
ashoins  or  approx  3 tons  3 cwts  of  refuse  from  each  house. 


l'he  facts  relating  to  refuse  from  privy  middens  also  applies 
to  refuse  from  dust  bins  with  the  addition  of  the  fact  that  occupiers 
fo  houses  with  dust  bins  as  receptacles  seem  to  be  of  the  opinion 
that  the  bin  is  to  be  used  for  the  disposal  of  any  waste  material.  A 
large  portion  of  the  material  deposited  in  the  dust  bins  could  be 
disposed  of  by  burning  etc.  and  until  this  is  realised  the  quantity 
of  refuse  to  be  removed  will  be  more  than  the  average  and  the 
cost  of  removal  increased  thereby 

The  approx,  cost  of  scavenging  for  the  year  was  £2020  of 
which  £1750  was  paid  in  wages.  l'he  cost  of  removing  dry  ashes 
was  approx  £800  of  which  £530  represents  the  sum  paid  as 
wages. 
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Housing. 

During  the  year  116  houses  were  inspected  under  the 
Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations  dated  Sept.  2nd,  1910. 
Of  these  55  were  found  satisfactory  upon  inspection  and  47  were 
repaired  after  informal  notice  had  been  served.  Formal  Notices 
were  served  for  14  others  (8  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  and 
6 under  Sec.  3 of  the  Housing  Act,  1925.)  of'  these  9 have  been 
complied  with  and  the  remainder  carried  forward. 


As  in  my  previous  reports  attention  must  still  be  focussed 
upon  the  terrible  amount  of  overcrowding  in  your  district.  Some 
idea  of  its  nature  may  be  gleaned  from  the  fact  that  out  of  467 
applicants  who  applied  for  112  houses  on  the  Council’s  WortFy 
Place  estate,  292  of  them  stated  that  they  were  living  in  lodgings. 
In  addition  to  this,  much  overcrowding  fiom  a moral  standpoint  is 
evident  as  one  often  meets  cases  where  the  males  living  in  the 
house  (including  the  father)  have  to  sleep  in  one  bcdioom,  while 
the  females  (including  the  mother)  have  to  sleep  in  the  other, 
this  being  necessary  owing  to  the  ages  of  the  relavtive 
sexes  One  of  the  most  difficult  problems  which  members  of  the 
Council  have  had  to  deal  with  during  the  year  has  been  the  letting 
of  Council  Houses.  This  difficulty  has  not  only  arisen  in  choosing 
the  most  necessitous  cases,  but  in  facing  the  facts  that  in  many 
instances  the  members  have  realised  that  these  people  could  not 
possibly  afford  to  pay  the  rent  charged  In  a few  other  cases  the 
Council  have  been  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  the  applicants 
were  unsuitable  for  various  reasons  and  their  applications  could  not 
be  entertained. 


The  general  standard  of  houses  in  the  area  compares 
favourably  in  regard  to  the  Ministry’s  standard  of  fitness  How- 
ever much  improvement  could  be  made  and  much  annoyance 
saved  if  the  owners,  (but  especially  the  agents)  would  pay  due 
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regard  to  defects,  which  if  neglected  in  the  early  stages,  lead  to 
more  serious  defects  later.  This  is  especially  noticeable  in  regard 
to  eaves  troughing,  as  I constantly  find  that  the  parties  responsible, 
never  or  very  rarely,  take  the  trouble  to  have  them  cleaned  out, 
and  repaired,  until  such  time  as  the  water  overflows,  which  very 
often  causes  the  rooms  to  be  damp  I am  further  of  the  opinion 
that  previous  to  a tenant  commencing  to  occupy  a house,  an 
inspection  should  be  made  by  the  owner  together  with  the  tenant 
and  that  both  should  be  satisfied  that  the  house  is  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  occupation.  This  would  obviate  any 
dispute  arising  later,  as  an  Inspector  would  then  be  able  to 
ascertain  whether  the  defects  found  were  caused  by  the  negligence 
of  the  tenant. 


On  the  other  hand  there  is  no  doubt  that  some  tenants 
appear  to  be  of  the  opinion  that  the  house  they  occupy  can  be 
neglected  in  any  way,  and  that  the  responsibility  must  still  rest 
upon  the  owners  shoulders  This  is  chiefy  found  in  the  use  or 
misuse  of  drains.  Obstructed  drains  are  a frequent  source  of 
a nuisance  and  very  often  the  cause  of  the  obstruction,  when  found 
consists  of  floorcloths  or  other  matter  used  by  the  housewife  in 
carrying  out  her  work.  When  several  houses  are  connected  by 
one  drain  it  is  often  an  impossibility  to  trace  the  parties  responsible 
and  thus  no  individual  can  be  held  to  blame  for  the  nuisance. 


The  difficulties  met  with  in  remedying  unfitness,  is 
cheifly  in  the  length  of  time  which  must  necessarily  elapse 
between  the  time  when  the  defects  are  found  to  exist  and  the 
time  when  the  Local  Authority  can  either  carry  out  the  work 
themselves  or  take  proceedings  for  non-compliance  of  notice. 
This  is  especially  so,  when  preliminary  notices  are  served  and 
promises  are  made  to  carry  them  out.  I am  satisfied  that, 
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(providing  Statutory  Notice  has  had  to  be  served,)  if  the  time 
allowed  could  be  reckoned  from  the  date  of  the  first  intimation, 
the  work  would  be  carried  much  more  quickly,  or  on  the  other 
hand  the  Local  Authority  could  decide  what  action  to  take, 
much  sooner 


In  conclusion,  I wish  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking 
the  members  ot  the  Council  together  with  my  fellow-officials 
for  their  help  and  co-operation  in  assisting  me  to  carry  out  my 
duties  during  the  past  year 


I am,  Mrs  Dooley  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

SYDNEY  FOX,  A R.S.I.,  M S.I.A., 
Sanitary  Inspector. 


Summary  of  Causes  of  Death  during  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1925. 
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Deaths. 

Admitted  to 

Hospital  ... 

Hemswortli 

Kinsley 

Fitzwilliara 

Total 

Townships. 

1 

to 

to 

LO 

to 

15 

2 

5 

Scarlet  Fever. 

' 

05 

05 

tsS  1 P* 

Diphtheria. 

- 

>- 

1 1 ~ 

Enteric  Fever. 

1 

1 

- 

1 - 1 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

1 

oo 

o 

32 

24 

22 

Chicken  Pox. 

to 

o 

1 

Or 

O 

37 

6 

8 

Pneumonia. 

1 

05 

38 

8 

18 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

or 

1 

to 

to  to  GO 

Tuberculosis  of 
other  Organs. 

r -* 

1 

- 

1 1 - 

Encephalitis 

Lethargica 

1 

1 

05  tO  05 

Erysipelas. 

1 

- 

to 

- - 1 

Ophthalmic 

Neonatorum. 

Table  2.  Notifiable  Diseases  during  1925. 
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Table  3.  Tuberculosis. 


Age  Period*. 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Pulmon- 

ary. 

Non- 

Pulmon- 

ary. 

Pulmon- 

ary. 

Non- 

Pulmon- 

ary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 to  1 year 

1 to  5 years 

1 

5 to  1 0 years 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

10  to  15  years 

5 

5 

4 

2 

15  to  20  years 

3 

5 

1 

20  to  25  years 

4 

5 

1 

2 

25  to  35  years 

5 

6 

1 

1 

35  to  45  years 

7 

4 

1 

1 

1 

45  to  55  years 

5 

4 

3 

55  to  65  yearr 

1 

2 

1 

65  and  upwards 

1 

Totals 

31 

33 

9 

3 

3 

5 

3 

3 
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1925 

1924 

1923 

1922 

1921 

31.38 

31.4 

33.5 

29.1 

35 

Birth  Rate 

12  36 

11  3 

12.9 

13.4 

16.7 

c 

a 

P 

e** 

P 

CT- 

a 

91.7 

95.7 

84.3 

87.9 

16.1 

Infant 

Mortality 

Rate. 

22 

58 

97 

54 

58 

co 

~ o 

a £ 

< "! 

* “ 

5 rr- 

05 

On 

l>C 

>5] 

ET 

p* 

- 

to 

- 

05 

00 

*5  W 
« £ 

- a 

a ~ 

^ o’ 

o* 

40 

49 

08 

30 

Pulmonery 

Tubercul’s 

K> 

On 

^4 

cc 

!+*> 

Ron- 

Pulmonary 

Tubercul’s. 

Table  4. 
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Table  5.  Housing  Statistics  for  the  year  1925. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

(а)  Total  (including  numbers  given  under  (6)  ...  70 

(б)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  : 

(i)  By  Local  Authory  ...  ...  18 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  47 

(1).  Unfit  Dwelling-houses. 

Inspection  1.  Total  number  of  houses  inspected  for 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  116 

2.  Number  of  houses  inspected  and  recorded  under 

(Inspection  of  District)  Regulation  1910,  or 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  ...  ...  116 

3.  Number  of  houses  found  so  dangerous  as  unfit  for  human 

habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

4.  Number  of  houses  (exclusive  of  those  under  3) 

found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  53 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Normal  Notices. 

Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  by  informal  action  by 

Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  47 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  section  3 of  the  Housing  Act,  1925. 

1.  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  6 

2.  Number  of  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notice  : — 

(a)  By  Ownei’s  ...  ...  ...'  2 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  ...  Nil. 

3.  Number  of  houses  on  which  Closing  Orders  became 

operative  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 
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Table  5 (continued). 


(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

1.  Number  of  houses  on  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  8 

2.  Number  of  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(«)  By  Owners.  ...  ...  ...  7 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  ...  ...  Nil. 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14  and  15,  of  the 

Housing  Acts,  1925  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 


